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Task Force Warfighter back from Iraq

Story by Galen Putnam

AMP WALKER,
Daegu, Repub-
lic of Korea -
Escorted by
blaring fire engines, 68
Military Police clad in de-
sert tan desert Dbattle
dress uniforms returned
to Camp Walker following
their 101-day deployment
in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom for a wel-
come home ceremony Feb.
4 at Kelly Fitness Center.
Task Force War-
fighter was comprised of
soldiers from the 57th
Military Police Company
(Centurians) from Camp
Carroll and the 552nd
Military Police Company
(Peacekeepers) from Camp
Hialeah, both of the 728th
Military Police Battalion,

/ Force .r'

COL Heard congratulates the returning Soldiers for a job well

done. Photo by Galen Putnam.

and the 249th Military
Police Detachment
(Guardian Knights), 94th
Military Police Battalion,
headquartered at Camp
Humphreys. The task
force departed the penin-
sula Oct. 21, 2004 and
returned to Osan Air Base
Feb. 1, 2005.

“I got to see a

whole new aspect of the
Army. We learned deten-
tion operations which is
a completely different
mission from what we do
here in Korea,” said 1st
Lt. Megan Pascoe, Task
Force Warfighter officer
in charge and 1st pla-
toon leader, 552nd MP

See Warfighter, page2
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The U.S. Forces Korea Civil Gathering Hotline is an automated recording, updated daily in-
tended to inform service members and their families across the Korean peninsula about ongoing
pro or anti U.S. civil gatherings. When on post simply dial 115. The hotline informs callers about

the dates and times of scheduled civil gathering as well as locations.

If you find yourself in one of these areas and need assistance simply call 112 for the Korean Na-
tional Police. If in Seoul dial 02-7914-3004 or 3005 for Yongsan’s military police.
If in other area of Korea, soldiers and their families can refer to the emergency phone numbers

on the USFK SOFA card.

Reminder: All USFK Personnel and their family members are required to carry a SOFA
card at all times. Be safe and use the Buddy System
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Co. “It was definitely a learning
experience and leadership chal-
lenge. All in all, it was actually
an enjoyable experience.”

While in Iraq, Task Force
Warfighter conducted intern-
ment operations at Camp Bucca,
a facility housing more than
5,000 detainees in Southern
Iraq. Notably, there were no
successful escape attempts

while the task force was at

A soldier salutes the officers waiting
to greet him. Photo by Pfc. Van M.
Tran
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Camp Bucca. The task force was
also credited with conducting
more than 2,000 successful de-
tainee convoy escorts between
Baghdad and the camp.

The deployment was no-
table in another sense as it
marked the first time Soldiers
from the 728th Military Police
Battalion have deployed off the
peninsula into a combat zone.

“Warfighters, there is no
doubt that you have made his-
tory and did it in an impressive
way that has made me and
many others very proud of you,”
said Lt. Col. Steven L. Crowe,
728th Military Police Battalion
commander. “We live in turbu-
lent times where global events
have changed and continue to
change the way we conduct out
business. ...We sent you into a
hostile environment and there
you executed mission after mis-
sion and did them all well.”

The task force returned
with all of the members who de-
parted in October except one,
who departed Iraq for emer-
gency leave in the United States.

Most importantly, Soldiers of
the task force weathered the
deployment unscathed.
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Command Sergeant Major
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Soldiers from the 728th MP Bn line
the street as busses filled with Task
Force Warfighter Soldiers arrive at
Kelly Fitness Center. Photo by Galen
Putnam

“Everyone who went over
also came back; no deaths or
injuries and that is a true bless-
ing,” Crowe said to the hun-
dreds of comrades, dignitaries
and other well wishers gathered
for the ceremony.

A highlight of the home-
coming ceremony was the furl-
ing of the guidon that was origi-
nally unfurled at the task force’s

See Warfighter, page 3
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The returning Warfighters in formation after arriving in Osan. Photo by Pfc. Van
M. Tran, Watchdog staff writer

departure ceremony on Kelly
Field in October. According to
army tradition, the unit’s colors
represent the honor and integ-
rity of the organization - sym-
bolizing glories of the past,
standing guard over the present
and providing inspiration for the
future. The furling of the colors
signified the successful comple-
tion of the unit’s mission and
the deactivation of the task force.

Task Force Soldiers were
recognized with numerous indi-
vidual awards, most notably im-
pact Army Commendation Med-

“Everyone who went
over also came back;
no deaths or injuries
and thatis a true
blessing,” LTC Crowe

said.

als awarded to two non-
commissioned officers who
helped prevent an escape at-
tempt. Although there were
many noteworthy individual
efforts during the deployment,
the task force was recognized
collectively as well by a number
of dignitaries while in-theater.

“It was this level of pro-
fessionalism that earned the
unit the respect of the task
force commander for having the
model compound for theater
detainee operations,” said Col.
Falkner Heard III, 8th Military
Police Brigade commander.
“More than the accomplish-
ments that these Soldiers
achieved collectively and indi-
vidually is a pride that comes
from serving your country — ser-
vice during a time that has seen
a significant achievement in the
continued fight for democracy
in the country of Iraq.”

A lot of things have
changed in Korea since the task

Page 3

force’s departure last fall. The
curfew is earlier and the drink-
ing age has been curtailed, but
to members of the task force,
such matters are trivial.

“I'm just glad to be back.
We have a lot of things here we
take for granted,” said Pfc.
Frank Almaklani, 552nd MP Co.
“At first it felt like going from
just one deployed location to
another deployed location. After
being in Iraq though, being
back in Korea feels like being
back home.”

Others agreed.

“It’s reassuring to be
back with the rest of the com-
pany,” said Pfc. Anthony Cera-
suolo, also with the 552nd MP
Co. “In some ways [ wish we
were still there because we were
very efficient in our mission and
there is still a lot of work to be
done.”

Being deployed to a

combat zone can be a draining
experience, or rewarding de-
pending on one’s perspective.
“It was an awesome opportunity,
a chance of a lifetime to learn
new skills,” said Spc. Blane Hay,
57th MP Co. “It was a great ex-
perience but it is good to be
back in Korea. It’s a lot safer
here than Iraq.”

The ceremony concluded
with rousing renditions of the
8th MP Brigade Watchdog Song
and the Army Song.

The Watchdog Song
charges that MPs “regulate
them all.” By all accounts, the
Soldiers of Task Force War-
fighter did just that during their
distinguished deployment -
they regulated them all.
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Jung-Woo, Watchdog photo journalist
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Col. Michael J. McKinley, Deputy Commanding Officer, 19th
Theater Support Command, thanks the Soldiers for their ser-

vice. Photo by Galen Putnam
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Soldiers from the 728th MP Bn salute during the national an-
them at the Task Force Warfighter welcome home ceremony.
Photo by Galen Putnam
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Brigade Stand-down for Safety Day

Story by Spc. William J. Scott, Watch-
dog editor

he 8th MP Brigade once

again turned their at-

tention to the topic of
safety when they held Safety
Stand-down Day on February
11th, The day was set aside as
part of the Brigade’s safety pro-
gram to highlight some issues
that are of particular concern
to the welfare of Soldiers.

Units throughout the
Brigade took the day off from
their regular duties to partici-
pate in a variety of safety ori-

ented classes. Some of the top-

ics discussed included; fire- A 94th MP Bn SRT soldier assist with a demonstration during the sexually
transmitted diseases class given by CPT Kang. Photo by Spc. William J. Scott

arms safety, cold weather in-

jury prevention, alcohol abuse, ers, like the 94th HHD, chose to tre in Yongsan, CPT Kang,

vehicle safety, and health is- bring in outside experts for Hyun-Ju, Army Community

sues. ) ] some of the instruction. Health Nurse, gave an excel-
While some units At the South Post Thea-

hosted their own classes, oth- See Safety day, page 7
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lent class on the prevention of
sexually transmitted diseases
and cleared up some miscon-
ceptions shared among many of
those in the military.

“Soldiers seem to think
others in the military are
healthy and free of disease, this
is not always true. We have Sol-
diers who are HIV positive and
others who are carrying STDs
that they are unaware of. It is
important to remember that in
or out of the military, just be-
cause someone looks healthy
doesn’t mean they’re safe,” CPT
Kang remarked.

While everybody may
have heard these words before,
CPT Kang seemed to succeed in
making an old topic a fresh
thought in everyone’s mind with
the graphic slide show she used
as her backdrop.

While the 94th was hav-
ing their health class, the HHC
and 14th DET were teamed up
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LTC Cosby presents a streamer on
behalf of COL Heard for no vehicle
accidents in HHD, 94th MP Bn.
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On behalf of the Brigade Commander, LTC Cosby presents a safety award to CPT
Michael Sanders, HHD Commander, for having three straight months of no vehi-
cle accidents. Photo by Spc. William J. Scott

and receiving a lesson in vehi-
cle safety up the hill at Brigade
Headquarters.

Trying to keep February
free of vehicle accidents in the
Brigade, vehicle safety has been
stressed this month more so
than wusual. Doing his part,
1SG Michael Barnes of the
HHC, made sure everyone got
some hands-on experience by
having the vehicle safety class
outside for some practical exer-
cises.

Setting the example for
vehicle safety, the 94t HHD
was presented a safety award
and streamer for having three
straight months of no vehicle
accidents. LTC Leonard Cosby,
Deputy Brigade Commander,
presented the award to CPT
Michael Sanders, HHD Com-
mander, during a break in
classes at the South Post Thea-
tre.

“The Soldiers here in
this auditorium have set the
standard for the rest to follow.

You have done what we hope to
accomplish in the rest of the
Brigade and I expect to see you
in three months to present an-
other award,” said LTC Cosby.

Despite the hectic Lu-
nar New Year traffic, CSM Tom-
mie Hollins made the trip down
to Daegu to see how his Sol-
diers to the south were con-
ducting the day’s activities. He
stopped in on the 728th HHD
and the 188th MP Company in
Daegu and found them giving
their tasks some extra effort.
Not only did the cover the top-
ics mandated by the Brigade,
they also included ones such
as; computer security, suicide
prevention, ethics and others.

The day went on and
classes continued in various
places on a variety of topics,
but all with the same goal. In-
form and educate Soldiers so
they might make the right deci-
sions, know the consequences
of their actions and put a stop
to preventable accidents.
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SFC Gaspard gave a class about alcohol abuse. Photo by Spc. William J. Scott
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CPT Kang made class entertaining for the 94th HHD soldiers on their Safety Day.

See Safety day, page 9
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Barnes Basketball Boys

Story by Pfc. Van M. Tran, Watchdog
staff writer

he 1SG of the HHC 8th

MP BDE, 1SG Michael

Barnes, has started a
company basketball team that
will play against the Seoul
American High School here in
Yongsan. The 1SG hopes to fur-
ther develop this program so
that Soldiers from the HHC are
looked up to by the students,
not only as Soldiers but as
positive role models as well. “I
look forward to this program
really taking off and seeing the
Soldiers of the HHC doing great
things for the youth of today”,
said Barnes.

1SG Barnes also has
high hopes that the company
will be able to put together a
small scholarship for the stu-
dent who performs the best
during the games.

“The scholarship will
not be anything huge but in
today’s world every little bit
helps when it comes to college”,
said Barnes. The team is
coached by SFC Lucas, and
also consists of PFC Pendelton,
PFC Tran, PFC Rogerson, SPC

F .

by Cpl. Ward

Morgan, SGT Swinton, SPC Ev-
ans and lastly 1SG Barnes.

In their first meet, the
high school team completely an-
nihilated the HHC by more then
20 points, but in the end it was
all in good fun.

After the game, the two
teams got together for a group
picture. The 1SG really wants
participation from his Soldiers.

“The Watchdog Brigade
is the best Brigade on the penin-

Cultural Notes

R e |

HHC Basketball team and Seoul American High School Basketball team. Photo

sula. We need your help, Sol-
diers from the HHC, to support
and represent this great Bri-
gade”, said Barnes.

There is also talk about
the 1SG getting a trophy of a
brass pig made to be held by
the winning team. The pig tro-
phy represents a win for the
team who holds it and is brag-
ging rights for everyone on the
team.

4

There is an Korean proverb that states “Even without
legs, a word can travel 1000 miles.” The meaning be-
hind that statement is that word of mouth or gossip

quickly spreads.
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The meaning of Korea Independence Movement day

Story by Pfc. Jung, Jung-Woo

epublic of Korea Inde-

pendence Movement

day, celebrated 1 Mar,
is the succession of spirit of the
independence from the Japa-
nese imperialism and makes the
unity of our nation strong and
steady. It is one of the four na-
tional commemoration days to
cultivate the patriotism.

“We announce that Cho-
sun (the old name of Republic of
Korea) is an independent nation
and the Chosun people are
themselves independent,” Thus
began the famous Republic of
Korea Independence Movement
letter, a document dispatched to

Korea’s Japanese oppressors
demanding their immediate
emancipation. Following the

World War I, the President of the
United States, Woodrow Wilson
informed the international com-
munity that every nation has a
right to ‘National self-
determination’. Since Japanese
occupation in 1910, the people
of Korea were fully committed to
winning back their freedom from
the Japanese government. In-
spired by President Wilson’s in-
fluential speech, Korean stu-
dents, who studied in Japan,
along with other citizens of Ko-
rea, were filled with a renewed
desire for independence, and
formally declared on February 8,
1919 their right for self-rule.

On March 1, 1919, our
nation resisted the Japanese
imperialism and declared their
national independence to the
whole world with the peaceful

: aF

Our nation resisted the Japanese imperialism and declared our national inde-
pendence to the whole world with the peaceful demonstration. Courtesy photo

demonstration known as the

Korean Independence Movement.

The Independence Movement
letter was given to the Japanese
authorities while the Korean
representatives stood tall. Less
than 15 minutes after their an-
nouncement, Japanese Military
Police arrived and everyone pre-
sent was taken away. Following
their arrest, over 2,000,000 Ko-
reans took to the streets, waving
only their national flag in a re-
newed push for solidarity. How-
ever, the Japanese were quick to
act, and when the dust cleared,
over 7,500 Koreans were Killed,
over 16,000 wounded, and nu-
merous schools, churches, and
homes burned to the ground.
This remarkable series of events
was outwardly unsuccessful,
but internally it only hardened
the resolve of the Korean popu-
lation while highlighting to the
world the will and plight of the

Korean people. March 1st then
became more prominent date
than February 8t and the
starting point of Chosun’s sub-
sequent independence rallies.

In 1949, the Republic of
Korea government announced
March 1st would be formally
recognized as a national com-
memoration day. Today, every
first day in March, the ROK
government holds a national-
level ceremony and prayer for
those who died for the inde-
pendence of their country. Dur-
ing this time, some Koreans
wear white traditional clothing
and have Taekukki (Korean Na-
tional Flag) in their hand. In
addition, every household flies
the Taekukki in front of their
home. This is truly a significant
holiday for the citizens of Korea,
symbolizing their strength of
character, their commitment,
and their national pride.
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What are you looking forward to doing this spring?
ol BolE 2og & ALY}

Story and photo by Pfc. Jung, Jung-Woo, Watchdog photo journalist

Translated to Hangul by Pfc. Jung, Jung-Woo

Above, SFC Ubaldo, Herrera
8th MP BDE, S-1
“Working, palace tour, and company trips.”

<A} Ubaldo, Herrera

8ok QAL

“o|i Foll= A8 dataL, LT Fo|e} THANS &
Azt

Above, PV2 Kwon, Jin-Mo

8th MP BDE, S-4

“I'll learn all the task for my section and study Eng-
lish to be nice in everything in the brigade.”

[ 00 0% SR RE D ST PR N L i ]
Left, SSG Milda, Ortiz-Lawas

8t MP BDE, S-3

“l am going to go to Lotte World with my family
and go on a sightseeing tour to many places.”

3}AF Milda, Ortiz-Lawas

83 oot 24 3}

GIEE5L dgn 2L 2Ade. a8 a o
3o B3ay odgynh
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8TH MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE
WELCOMES THE NEW SOLDIERS

SFC HARWELL, CHARLES 74D SSG  WINES, TODD 31B

HHC/ 8™ MP 188TH/728TH
2LT RUMMERY. MARY 312 SGT TOBASH, WALTER 31B
HHD/94TH 188TH/728TH
PV2 ELZY, AARON 25U SPC  GARCIA, AARON 31B
HHD /94T 552ND /728TH

HOGAN, RAY 31B
552ND /728TH

GEARHART, JOHN 31B
142ND /94 TH

McCALL, CHRISTOPHER 31B
249TH /94TH

LOHMAN, JANELLE 257

HHC/8™ MP




